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Purpose of Experiment:

PhotoFinder was designed by the University of Maryland Human Computer Interaction Laboratory to enhance the user interface, search, and browse capabilities of traditional digital photo organization software.   PhotoFinder provides extensive functionality to the user such as dynamic queries, query previews, Boolean user interface, multiple thumbnail displays, and drag and drop capabilities.  Due to PhotoFinders’ advanced features the designers have provided the application users with the information necessary to navigate, and use the software, in a help file located in the tool bar.  We would like to research the possibility that users will be more apt to use PhotoFinder’s help file if it exists in the user interface as a ready to use menu.  

Identify Subjects (how many, how recruited, and what requirements):

We would like to have ten (10) subjects for each treatment, if possible, with 30 subjects in total. The subjects will be selected from ARTT353 Elements of Photography and ARTT449 Advanced Photography.  The problem at this time is that there are only 25 students signed up for these two classes.  We may have to contact other classes, e.g., ARTT479W Computer Graphic: Digital Photography and Related, to get the number of subjects we prefer.  We will contact the instructor of the first two courses, Ms. Barbara Tyroler, explaining our experiment to her and getting permission to recruit her students to be in the experiment.  She may have some suggestions on finding more subjects related to photography classes instead of the Computer Graphic class’s students.  Our subjects will be of both genders and computer literate, at least able to maneuver within a Windows program.  The subjects should be able to read and understand English, since the subjects will have to read the online help in order to perform tasks in PhotoFinder.  At this time we are not sure what tokens of appreciation will be given to the subjects in return for participating in the experiment.  Some ideas include, asking Ms. Tyroler to give each participant a few credit points toward their classes and/or we might give stationeries (pens, pencils, notebooks, etc.).

Procedures to be followed (attach materials such as instructions, consent forms, or questionnaires):

We propose to subgroup our subjects into three different treatment groups. All groups will be asked to locate a particular picture in the database, annotate a photo, create a slide show and export a photo to their e-mail address.  One group will be provided with the help button located in the task bar, another where the help menu is located in the application’s user interface and the last group will be provided with a help menu before the application fully loads.
Describe any risks subjects may be exposed to:

Subjects will not be exposed to any risks.
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